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All Promises Broken

Housing 

Jobs

Education

Facilities

Access to  

hunting



Plans to dam every river on the 
Quebec Labrador Peninsula



Innu Rights Extinguished without their 
Signature or Consent

 James Bay Agreement gave Innu lands to 
Cree and Inuit

 North Eastern Quebec Agreement gave Innu 
lands to Naskapi

 New Dawn Agreement will give Quebec Innu 
lands to Labrador Innu

 $50 billion dollars worth of iron ore – further 
devastation



All that Remains



Work for Band Council

Oral History to Provide

 Evidence for Negotiations and a Possible Court 
case

 An oral history for the reserves



Research Questions

 Why do the Innu of Matimekosh continue to fight 
for their land rights when others have settled?

 HAS the Innu culture died with the incursions on 
their lifestyle through settlement, residential 
schools, industrialisation?

 Effect of the “lost generation” of 35-70 year olds



Goals

 I want to tell white Canadians about the situation here, 
especially the English Speaking ones because they always 
think that Quebec should be left to sort out their own 
affairs

 I want to understand the effects on the culture of what has 
happened to your parents and grandparents

 And most importantly I want to pay respect to your 
culture because I think it is very important for the world, 
not just for you

 And one I didn’t mention – I want to do it in your words, 
not mine



How Might This Research Help?

 Documentary Evidence for a Wider Audience

 Provoking discussion within the Community

 A different approach to evidence for court 
proceedings or negotiation



“The land is, it is like life.  In the land you have your 
food, person, harmony and it is the Innu identity.  You 
can’t imagine destroying the land.  The land is all.  For 
a long time we have respected the land.  I remember 
going on my land.  I am Innu.  If you go outside on to 
the land you become another person.  When I come 
back to my land, I am not the same person, I am alone 
and I feel a different person.  I feel free and I think 
there is no danger.  On the land you take action, you 
have good energy, nobody stresses you, there is 
harmony.  I think land is very important,   I know my 
family’s, my father’s land.”

(Interview MC2, 24.3.09)



Why 35-70 year olds?

Residential Schools

Intergenerational effects

Loss of culture & identity

Mistrust of education

Now Leaders of their 
Communities & Negotiators

Still treated like children by 
Indian Affairs & others



“When I was chief, I said to Indian Affairs “Just give us the $2million extra 
necessary for the next fifteen years and we will do a pretty good job.  We will 

make our own decisions - don’t tell us what to do because what you are 
doing is belittling us, that’s what you guys are doing.”  That’s the only 

experience we have had through the last 50 years.  We were told what to do, 
what was good for us, as if we were incapable of managing our own affairs.  
With that extra $2million we could repair and give some form of redress to 
our society and we could probably do something good.  But of course we 

didn’t get that.  And even the chiefs, when I met the chiefs they were always 
talking about the future and all the future was aimed at educating the young 
people.  But how can you educate them with their loss of culture?  They can’t 

get a decent education when they don’t know who they are.  Instead of 
learning or travelling or aiming at more higher education, why don’t we look 

at our own ways?  Why don’t we go back to our traditional ways?  I am not 
saying that we should be going back to how our parents lived but trying to 

learn from our culture and values and traditions, to try to get something
positive out of them.”

(Interview MAS5)



There were three things upon which everyone 
I spoke to agreed: 

 that they had a prior and superior title to their 
traditional land, 

 that  things could not go on like this within the 
community for much longer

 that the key to the future lay with the 
community’s young people and their ability to 
learn the traditional ways



The Importance of Innu Culture
In Recovering Identity

Self Esteem
 No alcohol if in bush
 Active minds and 

bodies
 No longer useless
 Replaces TV and X 

boxes – and bingo
 Tshakapesh
 IRS survivors 
 Indian Spirituality



The Apology

 Was it sufficiently comprehensive?

 WHAT WILL CHANGE?



“I lost probably 25 years of my life because of the 

experience of the pensionnat and I am so upset about this 

because nothing will compensate this,  the years lost, TK, 
all the skills, all the strength that my parents and ancestors 
had.  They could rely on themselves and had the skills to 
survive for thousands of years.  They were brilliant people, 
survivors with all the intelligence to survive in difficult 
situations and nowadays even if I had an axe, I can’t do a 
proper job.  My parents could do those things and they 
didn’t have axes, they had their own tools to survive off the 
land with their own skills, their own intelligence, their own 

ways, they were capable of surviving off the land all year 

long.” 
(Interview MAS5)



What the Governments Need to Do to 
Honour Spirit of Apology

 Implement RCAP

 Change approach

 Honour the Spirit of the Royal Proclamation

 Address Needs of Communities 

 ACKNOWLEDGE FULL ABORIGINAL TITLE TO 
LAND and deception & broken promises

 Allow Aboriginal People a say in Negotiation 
Agendas



EVERYBODY
Needs to

Stop using pejorative language and 

Show Respect



National Chief Fontaine’s 
Acceptance

“Never again will this House consider us to 
be ‘The Indian Problem’ just for being who 
we are.” 



BUT

Remorse would include the repeal of the 
Indian Acts and the enactment of The 
UN Convention on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples in the Law of 
Canada

This is what the honour of the Crown 
demands



Chuck Strahl,
Minister of Indian Affairs:

“The Declaration is unworkable under a 
Western constitutional government”



“In the end, no matter what 
ideology they profess, our leaders 
share one firm conviction:  that 
native rights should not be 
inviolable, the power of the state 
must encompass them.”

(Thomas Berger: Address to the University of 
Guelph)



“When I read the treaties I think the last nation not 
to have a treaty is the Innu.  Now the governments –
Quebec and Labrador - want to make treaties to 
extinguish our rights but we don’t sign treaties, the 
Innu are really strong.  

I think the land is sleeping.  It hasn’t disappeared –
it’s just sleeping.  It will wait for us.”

(Interview  MC2)



Thank You!


