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Abstract

• Northern resources include lands, water, plants, and wildlife 
but they also include youth, families, communities and elders 
and the relationships and stories that connect people within 
and across communities. Good governance policy and good 
research must take place within this wider context. Without 
taking in the background, both cultural and historical, and 
thinking from within this framework, policy initiatives will 
simply repeat past mistakes. Without acknowledging the 
impact of these failed efforts trust is not possible. Elders 
indicate that returning to proper relationships with each 
other, with agents of governance and with environment are 
essential before continuing in any environmental or human 
resource policy efforts. 



Chief Pierre Squirrel

• Treaty –almost 40 years
• York boats/Beaulieu
• Had something extra
• “He dreamed it”
• Lack of treaty promises
• “Only real man”-authority/autonomy
• Never stopped trying to 

change policy
• Something would rub off



Shared Environment



My father taught us you must keep everything in mind, not just 
the tree but also above, beyond and below, the animals, the 
birds, the watershed and everything. They are also all part of 
the tree; you can’t cut the tree without impacting all…the 
birds, the squirrels, the plants. Usually forestry wants to cut 
trees for lumber or wood. They see it as only a few trees 
rather than all the things that will be affected. When my 
father wanted birch for snowshoes before cutting a tree he 
thought of all the other things that might be affected before 
choosing a tree. Then he paid his respects to it [by giving 
tobacco] for taking the tree. (Raymond Beaver speaking of Magloire 

Beaver)



• Clearly defined boundaries-who’s part  of the 
decision/use/management

• Rules regarding the use of and support for resources 
are adapted to local conditions;

• Collective-choice arrangements allow most resource 
users to participate in the decision-making process;

• Effective monitoring by monitors who are part of or 
accountable to the local users;



• There is a scale of graduated 
sanctions for resource users 
who violate community rules;

• Mechanisms of conflict 
resolution are cheap and of 
easy access;

• The self-determination of the 
community is recognized by 
higher-level authorities;

human-ecosystem 
interaction, no panaceas, 
diversity of institutions, 
local context, policy 
narratives, going on to the 
next thing too fast, 
working together across 
scales, don’t stop at 
capacity dev, policy isn’t 
nuanced enough i.e. 
research findings;  across 
silo, support 
implementation and 
follow-up



Water is life

Water has always been really important to me as a Dene person 
because without water I wouldn’t be here. When we drink water it’s 
not just for the sake of drinking water because we’re thirsty; we drink 
it for all of the parts that we have in our body so that we’ll be healthy 
for all our people, to help our people. And we always looked after the 
waters around us when we traveled. 

• Industry and government have their perception on waters, we have 
our own perception. They never listened. If something is not yours you 
can’t understand it. It’s our land and we know how to take care of it. If 
you do not understand it –you’re going to destroy it. J.C. Catholique



“We need good energy”



“Do it in a good way”
Mahsi Cho

• Chief Squirrel

• Mary Heron Francoise Paulette

• Arthur Beaulieu Eileen Bird Lines

• Frank Laviolette Raymond Beaver

• Emilia Gratrix

• Louis Beaver Leslie Leong – Photos

• Maryanne MacDonald George Lowe



He Dreamed it 

• Chief Squirrel 

• Land claims

• Banff workshops –
Henderson/Little Bear

• Relational  context

• No such thing as a yes 
and no answer

• The truth was in it/in 
story


